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Year of 1964,

I was born into a very privileged family at the time of Mao’s Red China. My Dad was a high ranked military
officer. My family was still poor but very proud. When | was little, my desire was to grow up, pick up a gun and
liberate the people who still lived in misery in the capitalist societies, like Taiwan, who we described as “Our twin

brothers”! My mother sent me to drawing classes instead and made me practice drawing on factory blueprints.
1980’s,

During my teenage years the political life in China gradually changed. The intellectual life style attracted me. |
became interested in philosophy and started to question the life around me.
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Year of 1983,

I was fortunate to be accepted into the University of Art and Design in Beijing. | remember, we were constantly
reminded of the privilege of being the first generation of interior design students in China after the cultural
revolution. We were so happy and proud to be in the top University in China. Ironically, | was also sad when |
realised that in my profession, | would have to deal with budgets and other financial matters. It seemed so
capitalist, so dirty for me. In the naivety of my youth I felt very disillusioned in my achievement.
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Years 1987 to 1989,

After graduating from University, | started my professional career as interior designer and an assistant of an
architect in Beijing Architecture Institute. | gained a lot of professional skill while there and also had an
opportunity to earn a lot of money from private design projects. | saved up my money and applied to study English

abroad, in Australia.
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1989 to present time

Until today | have lived in Australia and became an Australian citizen. | developed a great relationship with this
land and an emotional engagement with the people living here. During this time, | got married and had two
beautiful daughters.
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The past twenty years seem like another person’s life. This new life started in a total disorientation. I only could
speak a few words in English. The Aussie accent certainly added extra difficulty. | managed to shape up my
luggage skills but also went through numerous professional changes. | worked from job to job as a cleaner, a
kitchen hand, a street cartoon artist, an animation film background designer then an art director for animation
future film and back to building design and industrial design..........
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Looking back at my life so far, it is a lot to feel and lot to think. The last couple of years, took another dramatic
turn. | returned to China, thinking I could take an opportunity to work in China. | soon realised that it can never be
the case! By embracing Australian lifestyle | became such a foreigner in China. | never counted on such a
transformation. I persisted in staying in my mother’s land! The constant struggle with my conflicting emotions left
me often emotionally exhausted. During this time, | reviewed my life, having a sense of a loss of gravity! Many
times, my tears just couldn’t stop running. Life deals us hardships and loss but also gives us so much to celebrate. |
started writing down and drawing what was on my mind. These musing were to describe my life philosophy and |

chose sculpture to express it.
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On May 2009,
I took my sculpture to a joint exhibition in Beijing. It was also a charity event. | sold one of my artworks and
donated the money, AU$ 15,000 in total, to the Victorian Bushfire Victim Appeal through the Australian Embassy

and the Victorian government. | am proud and glad to be able to help such a great cause.
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